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PHILLIPS  ACADEMY 
Andover,  Massachusetts 


January  II4,  1961 


Mr.  John  M.  Kemper, 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

Phillips  Academy 

Andover,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Mr.  Kemper: 

This  twenty-first  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  records  the  completion  of 
remodelling  of  the  first  floor  of  the  museum  of  the  R.  S.  Peabody  Foundation, 
making  possible  complete  control  of  lighting  within  the  halls  and  display  of  col- 
lections to  their  best  advantage.  The  newly-completed  south  room  departs,  as  we 
noted  in  our  last  report,  from  the  scheme  utilized  in  the  north  room.  It  is  de- 
signed so  that  the  exhibition  space  is  flexible.  This  will  enable  us  to  present 
special  exhibitions,  traveling  displays,  or  other  unusual  or  interesting  specimens. 

In  order  to  achieve  this  goal  it  was  necessary  to  solve  certain  problems.  It 
was  of  primary  importance  to  ensure  that  the  sun,  beating  on  the  closed-up  windows, 
did  not  create  unbearable  heat  in  summer.    We  had  already  suffered  from  this  with 
the  north  room.    We  believe  that  with  the  contractor,  Mr.  Donald  E.  Barlow,  we  have 
discovered  a  simple  solution  which  does  not  detract  from  the  appearance  of  the 
building.    We  have  applied  the  same  treatment  to  windows  in  the  north  room.    As  a 
happy  result,  we  find  that  less  heat  is  required  in  winter. 

A  second  problem  involved  the  most  effective  and  efficient  utilization  of  our 
limited  floor  space.    By  removing  ten  columns  which  served  no  useful  purpose  we  have 
more  area  available  in  the  south  room  and  contributed  to  the  appearance  of  the  en- 
trance hall.    Removal  of  two  of  these  columns  from  the  south  room  enabled  us  to  build 
a  large  and  necessary  storage  cabinet. 

The  quality  of  flexibility  was  achieved  by  putting  up  a  curtain  wall  pierced  by 
plate-glass  windows.    These  are  backed  by  cases  which  can  be  removed  to  permit  instala- 
tion  of  displays.    When  the  cases  are  in  position,  they  are  as  nearly  dust-tight  as  it 
is  possible  to  make  them.    The  cases  themselves  include  provision  for  lighting  from  the 
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top  and  both  sides,  singly  or  in  any  combination.  We  feel  that  they  are  admirably 
suited  to  our  needs  and  that  they  combine  advantages  of  several  different  kinds  of 
cases  which  we  examined  in  other  museums. 

Instalation  of  new  displays  is  now  under  way  and  proceeding  as  fast  as  possible. 
We  have  selected  material  to  be  shown,  installed  a  provisional  exhibition,  and  then 
criticized  it.    This  method  permits  gradual  development  of  final  displays  for  each 
case  and  eliminations  of  unforeseen  distractions.    Some  finished  displays  and  many 
unfinished  ones  will  be  seen  when  the  Trustees  visit  the  museum  late  this  month. 
We  invite  comments  on  them. 

Although  the  staff  devoted  much  time  to  remodelling  the  south  room  and  devel- 
oping cases  of  a  new  style,  research  projects  were  not  neglected. 

Results  of  research  on  a  prehistoric  site  on  the  Guida  Farm,  Westfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, were  published  as  Bulletin  Number  30  of  the  Archaeological  Society  of  Con- 
necticut under  the  title  ttA  Re-Examination  of  the  Guida  Farm,"  by  Douglas  S.  Byers 
and  Irving  Rouse.    Field  research  at  the  Guida  Farm  was  undertaken  in  1952  as  a 
joint  project  of  the  Peabody  Foundation  and  the  Department  of  Anthropology  of  Yale 
University,  of  which  Dr.  Rouse  is  Chairman. 

In  our  report  for  195>8  we  referred  to  Mr.  Byers1  participation  in  a  symposium 
on  problems  related  to  the  Iroquois  and  Cherokee  held  at  the  Annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Anthropological  Association  in  Washington.    Papers  delivered  there  were 
published  as  a  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Another  symposium  dealing  with  relations  between  aboriginal  peoples  of  the  Arctic 
and  those  of  temperate  North  America  constituted  a  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology,  at  New  Haven,  in  May.    Papers  offered 
there  will  be  published  as  a  volume  of  the  Technical  Papers  of  the  Arctic  Institute  of 
North  America.    Mr.  Byers  was  invited  to  participate  as  a  discussant  of  relations  be- 
tween peoples  of  New  England  and  the  Maritime  Provinces,  on  the  one  hand,  and  those 
of  the  eastern  Arctic  on  the  other.    This  led  to  a  sweeping  examination  of  evidence 


for  and  against  the  occupation  of  the  northeastern  states  and  the  Maritime  Provinces 
by  Eskimo-like  people.    Mr.  Byers1  research  has  direct  bearing  on  analysis  of  collec- 
tions from  Maine.    It  ultimately  led  him  much  farther  afield  and  involved  examination 
of  collections  at  the  National  Museum  of  Canada,  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Harvard,  Dart- 
mouth College,  and  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History.    Through  the  cooperation 
of  the  last-named  institution  we  have  had  a  collection  here  for  examination.  Results 
of  this  research  indicate  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  contentions  that  Eski- 
mos once  occupied  parts  of  the  northeastern  states  and  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and 
that  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  such  hypotheses  must  be  carefully  scrutinized. 
It  is  clear  that  answers  to  many  questions  in  this  area  can  only  be  supplied  by  a 
carefully  coordinated  program  of  field  research  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  It 
should  be  noted  in  passing  that  specimens  brought  back  from  Labrador  by  Mr.  Shields 
in  years  past  have  been  invaluable  in  supplying  leads. 

Another  session  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology  was  de- 
voted to  a  review  of  significant  developments  in  archaeological  theory  and  methodology 
during  the  twenty-five  years  since  the  Society  was  formed.    Mr.  Johnson  acted  as  coor- 
dinator in  the  preparation  of  papers  presented  there,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  session. 
He  has  also  edited  the  papers  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  eventually  appear  as  a  memoir 
of  the  Society. 

In  our  last  annual  report  we  mentioned  Mr.  Johnson's  concern  with  examination  and 
study  of  the  collection  from  Cape  Cod  which  came  to  the  Foundation  under  the  will  of 
the  late  Howard  Torrey.    We  also  pointed  out  that  one  site  represented  there—the  Free- 
man-Paine  site—is  characterized  by  some  very  uncommon  forms  of  implements.    It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  Freeman-Paine  site  is  a  very  old  site,  and  that  it  belongs  with  other 
coastal  Archaic  sites  which  can  be  assigned  an  age  of  about  hOOO  years.    Analogies  to 
tools  from  other  Archaic  sites  can  be  found  among  plummets,  gouges,  weights  for  spear- 
throwers,  and  certain  forms  of  chipped  implements  which  have  parallels  in  Maine,  Long 
Island,  and  New  York.    Through  the  cooperation  of  Mr.  Ross  Moffett,  of  Provincetown, 


and  Dr.  Frederick  Raddin,  of  East  Orleans,  a  small,  undisturbed  sector  of  the  site 
was  located.    During  the  past  year,  Mr.  Johnson  has  spent  approximately  three  days 
per  week  during  favorable  months  of  Spring  and  Fall  excavating  in  this  part  of  the 
site  in  search  of  detailed  information  about  associations  of  implements  and  their 
modes  of  occurrence. 

Invaluable  assistance  in  this  work  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Moffett  and  by  Dr. 
Walter  Lyford,  Harvard  Forest,  Petersham,  Massachusetts,  who  has  made  a  study  of 
the  soils.    Students  in  Anthropology  at  Harvard  assisted  during  the  first  week  in 
April. 

In  our  last  report  we  referred  to  the  fact  that  quantities  of  charcoal  and 
even  pieces  of  unbumed  wood  had  been  found  in  a  pit  that  could  not  be  interpreted 
by  archaeological  techniques.    Samples  of  charcoal  submitted  for  radiocarbon  dating 
showed  that  the  pit  was  less  than  300  years  old.    It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  Colo- 
nial or  early  American  activities  are  responsible  for  some  of  the  complexities  at 
the  site,  but  whether  through  charcoal  burning  or  some  other  activity  it  is  as  yet 
impossible  to  state. 

Mr.  Moffett  is  also  preparing  an  account  of  a  second  site,  the  Warren's  Field 
site,  from  which  have  come  implements  that  show  many  resemblances  to  those  from  the 
Freeman-Paine  site.    Thus  it  is  likely  that  he  will  be  a  major  contributor  to  the 
publication.    With  the  passage  of  time  the  scope  and  significance  of  the  monograph 
appears  to  increase;  it  now  promises  to  be  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  Archaic  in- 
habitants of  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of  some  i;000  years  ago. 

A  significant  contribution  to  the  study  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Frank  Kremp,  of 
Orleans,  Massachusetts.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kremp  salvaged  more  than  200  artifacts  including 
polished  stone  gouges,  adzes  and  axes  as  well  as  chipped  implements  from  a  huge  and 
unusual  ceremonial  cache  which  was  uncovered  by  a  bulldozer  that  was  being  used  in 
road  work.    The  Kremp1 s  record  of  this  find  proves  to  be  more  complete  than  any  other 
known.    The  implements  are  typically  Archaic.    The  Kremps  allowed  Mr.  Johnson  to  bring 


their  collection  to  Andover  so  that  he  might  analize  and  photograph  it.    It  is  hoped 
that  they  will  use  copies  of  the  photographs  in  preparing  a  first-hand  account  of  the 
findo    Some  account  of  it  will  appear  in  the  forthcoming  monograph. 

While  preparing  his  equipment  before  setting  out  for  the  Freeman-Paine  site  in 
October,  Mr.  Johnson  suffered  a  severe  injury  when  a  chip  of  wood  hit  his  right  eye, 
breaking  his  glasses  and  driving  glass  into  the  eye.    This  disastrous  accident  not 
only  brought  his  field  work  to  an  abrupt  halt,  but  has  also  severely  hampered  his 
work,  preventing  him  from  finishing  his  comparative  study  and  analysis  of  materials 
from  numerous  sites  in  the  northeast.    Fortunately,  he  did  not  lose  the  sight  of  that 
eye. 

Our  last  report  also  referred  to  Mr,  Johnson1 3  interest  in  collections  gathered 
by  Mr.  0.  J.  Neill.  of  Ottawa,  Ohio*  from  ancient  sites  on  a  high  terrace  of  the  Blan- 
chard  River,  in  northwestern  Ohio.    Mr.  Neill,  an  intelligent  and  observant  farmer, 
had  hunted  these  sites  systematically  for  some  twenty  years,  gathering  material  that 
shows  some  evidence  of  influence  from  paleo-Indian  industries  many  thousands  of  years 
old.    With  Mr.  Neill  as  co-author,  Mr.  Johnson  has  prepared  and  sent  to  American  An- 
tiquity, for  publication  in  the  January,  1961,  issue  a  paper  titled  ,fSome  Ancient  Sites 
in  Greens burg  and  Ottawa  Townships,  Ohio." 

The  Tehuacan  Project,  aimed  at  discovering  the  origins  of  maize  and  other  native 
American  domesticated  plants  as  well  as  the  origins  of  civilization  in  the  New  World 
was  initiated  late  in  I960.    In  this  the  Peabody  Foundation  acts  as  sponsor  and  fiscal 
agent  for  Dr.  R.  S.  MacNeish,  Senior  Archaeologist  of  the  National  Museum  of  Canada  and 
Research  Associate  of  the  R.  S.  Peabody  Foundation.    Research  is  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
Tehuacan  Valley  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  Mexico,,  one  of  the  regions  in  which  maize  may 
first  have  been  domesticated. 

Over  the  past  fifteen  years  Dr.  MacNeish  has  carried  on  research  on  the  origins  of 
aboriginal  culture  in  Mexico*,    His  work  ultimately  led  him  to  the  Tehuacan  Valley,  where 
last  year  he  discovered  very  promising  leads  which  demonstrate  that  the  area  is  crucial 
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for  such  studies.    Daring  conversations  with  Dr.  MacNeish  the  Tehuacan  Project  took 
form  and  was  subsequently  organized. 

The  basic  feature  of  the  Tehuacan  Project  is  systematic  cooperative  research 
among  scientists  trained  in  archaeology,  botany,  zoology,  and  other  fields.  Their 
co-ordinated  efforts  should  reveal  the  place  of  origin  of  maize,  cast  light  on  the 
routes  by  which  domesticated  plants  spread  through  the  New  World,  and  supply  evidence 
of  genetic  shifts  that  occurred  as  more  highly  developed  forms  evolved.    Already  there 
is  evidence  that  corn,  squash,  beans,  pumpkins,  gourds,  cotton,  and  other  plants  com- 
prising the  native  horticultural  flora  of  the  New  World  have  been  developed  during  the 
last  7000  years.    Maize    is  represented  in  Chiapas,  in  southern  Mexico,  between  1300 
and  35>00  B.  C.    This  is  earlier  than  any  maize  that  has  yet  been  found  south  of  this 
area.    In  Peru,  for  example,  it  is  later  than  1000  B.C.    Corn  found  in  northern  Mexico 
in  deposits  that  date  from  3000  B.C.  is  older  than  any  yet  found  in  the  United  States. 
It  thus  appears  that  corn  originated  south  of  northern  Mexico  and  north  of  Chiapas. 
Three  cobs  of  very  primitive  wild  corn  found  by  Dr.  MacNeish  last  year  in  Aeyadero 
cave,  in  the  state  of  Puebla,  are  older  than  any  yet  found.    It  is  quite  likely  that 
they  are  from  a  strain  ancestral  to  all  later  races. 

Similar  lines  of  evidence  show  that  other  native  domesticated  plants  were  dis- 
tributed by  routes  which  lead  through  southern  Mexico  and  that  some  other  plants,  such 
as  beans,  may  have  originated  there.    Puebla,  therefore,  appears  to  be  the  key  area 
which  will  yield  data  basic  to  understanding  the  origin  and  spread  of  native  horticul- 
ture. 

It  seems  inevitable  that  human  society  must  also  have  evolved  from  simple  to  com- 
plex as  plants  were  domesticated.    Inextricably  intermingled  with  the  origins  of  domes 
ticated  plants  is  the  origin  of  civilization  in  the  New  World.    Light  on  this  problem 
will  have  bearing  on  the  greater  problem  of  how  and  why  civilizations  arise  anywhere. 

It  is  anticipated  that  results  of  the  Tehuacan  Project  will  be  published  under 
the  imprint  of  the  Peabody  Foundation.    Funds  for  the  research  have  been  supplied  by 
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the  National  Science  Foundation  and  the  Rockefeller  Foundation, 

During  I960  the  Peabody  Foundation  was  visited  by  three  internationally-known 
European  archaeologists.    They  had  come  to  New  Haven  to  take  part  in  the  twenty-fifth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology.    Dr.  Geoffrey  H0S.  Bushnell, 
Curator  of  the  Museum  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology  in  the  University  of  Cambridge  was 
with  us  for  a  day,  inspecting  our  instalations  and  collections.    Dr.  Helge  Larsen  and 
Dr.  J^rgen  Meldgaard  of  the  National  Museum  of  Denmark  also  visited  us,  the  last-named 
spending  several  days  with  our  collections  before  returning  home  in  order  to  commence 
archaeological  work  in  Greenland.    We  regret  that  the  inflexibility  of  school  engage- 
ments made  it  impossible  for  any  of  these  men  to  speak  to  the  boys. 

We  were  also  visited  by  Dr.  William  H.  Sears,  of  the  Florida  State  Museum,  who 
came  here  to  examine  part  of  the  Clarence  B.  Moore  Collection  and  to  photograph  cer- 
tain pieces.    He  also  was  of  great  assistance  to  us  in  assigning  part  of  the  old  col- 
lection of  potsherds  from  the  Etowah  site  in  Georgia  to  types  recognized  by  archae- 
ologists today. 

Other  visitors  include  Dr.  Alfred  F.  Whiting,  Curator  of  Anthropology  at  Dartmouth, 
two  men  charged  with  responsibility  for  designing  the  new  Pennsylvania  State  Museum,  and 
visitors  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Museums  who  were  interested 
in  our  instalations  and  plans  for  the  new  south  room. 

Mr.  Byers  and  Mr.  Davis  represented  the  Foundation  at  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  of  Museums,  held  in  Boston,  in  May.    Mr.  Byers  is  a  Charter  Member  and  serves 
on  the  Membership  Committee  of  the  Association  of  Science  Museum  Directors  which  gathers 
annually  at  the  time  of  these  meetings. 

A  report  to  the  Alumni  covering  activities  of  the  Foundation  appeared  in  the  summer, 
I960,  issue  of  The  And  over  Bulletin. 

Our  library  grows  by  the  addition  of  new  issues  of  journals  and  the  publications  of 
other  institutions  with  whom  we  maintain  exchange  agreements.    Since  most  research  litera- 
ture appears  in  these  media  we  have  added  only  2k  new  books,  for  our  library  space  is  very 
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limited.    We  rely,  therefore,  on  the  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  library  to  add  less 
specialized  books.    We  mist  thank  Miss  Eades  for  this  and  for  allowing  Mrs.  Bloom  to 
spend  one  half  day  each  week  in  our  Library. 

Approximately  1500  archaeological  specimens  were  numbered  during  i960,  with  assis- 
tance from  Miss  Deborah  Hayes  during  January  and  February.    Miss  George  finished  a  few 
remaining  pieces,  typed  all  cards  and  made  entries  in  the  permanent  record  book.  This 
has  taken  care  of  our  backlog  of  uncatalogued  material. 

Radiocarbon  Dates  Association  through  the  person  of  Mrs.  David  C.  Jenney  continues 
to  turn  out  copy  for  new  date  cards.  The  second  lot  of  225,000  cards  has  been  printedf 
sets  of  1000  are  now  being  distributed  to  167  subscribers  around  the  world. 

Foundation  publications  continue  to  sell  at  a  slow  but  steady  rate.    It  is  likely 
that  we  shall  eventually  regain  the  major  part  of  our  expectable  return  but  the  publica- 
tion fund  will  never  be  self-supporting  and  we  shall  have  to  make  yearly  provision  for 
future  publications. 

Mr.  William  A.  Davis  continues  to  give  cheerful  support  to  the  vagaries  of  our  at- 
tempts to  instal  pleasing  displays.    His  many  valuable  suggestions  are  much  appreciated. 

Mrs.  George  Verrill  has  continued  to  take  care  of  our  office,  but  we  found  it  nec- 
oessary  to  add  Miss  Theodora  George  to  the  staff  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  work. 

It  would  be  improper  to  close  this  report  without  mention  of  Mr.  Philip  Watson  who 
tias  remained  cheerful  in  the  face  of  chaos  unleashed  by  carpenters,  plasterers,  painters, 
and  floor  finishers.    Although  all  these  men  exercised  great  care  and  displayed  considera- 
tion in  their  attempts  to  keep  dirt  and  dust  to  a  minimum,  it  took  Mr.  Watson  six  weeks 
or  more  to  rid  the  building  of  the  all-pervading  dust.    Thanks  to  his  efforts  the  building 
is  once  again  spotlessly  clean. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
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